
Year 1 Term 3  
How did Fry’s change chocolate in Keynsham? 

Fry’s factory in 1936. 
 

 

Key vocabulary 
past Something that has 

already happened. 
present The word used to 

describe things 
happening now. 

factory A large building where 
things are made to 
sell, often using 
machines. 

Key knowledge: 
1. Life 100 years ago in Keynsham looked very different: 

• Houses often still had outside toilets. 
• Children’s toys were often wooden and wind up with things like teddies, model trains 

and toy soldiers.  
• Men worked and women stayed at home to look after the house and children. 
• The Somerdale area was meadow land before the Fry’s Chocolate Factory was built. 

 
2. In 1924 the Fry’s Chocolate Factory was built in Keynsham. It took 11 years to make. 

 
3. Fry’s chocolate was named after Joseph Fry. He opened a factory in Bristol in 1777 

making chocolate nibs and cocoa. His family carried on after he died and the first 
chocolate bar and Easter egg in Britain were made in the 1800s in Keynsham! 

 
4. The Frys factory brought so much to Keynsham: 

• Jobs (5,000 people worked there). • A connection to the railway was built. 
• The factory had playing fields, a 

sports ground and a social club.  
• The Fry family were Quakers and 

made lots of donations to Bristol 
University. 

 

5. Fry’s chocolate was bought by Cadbury’s but eventually closed in 2011 as it was cheaper to 
make chocolate abroad.  

Skills – We are historians 
1. Ask what and how questions, 

e.g.  What was it like in the 
factory? How long ago 
was…? 

 

2. Use artefacts and 
photographs to find out 
about the past. 

 

3. Describe the significance of 
Fry family. 

 


