
Year 2 Term 4  
                     What was the Bristol Bus Boycott and why was it important? 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

Key vocabulary 
boycott When people refuse to 

use something to show 
they want change 

Equality  
 

Treating everyone fairly 
and the same 

Discrimination  
 

Treating someone unfairly 
because of who they are 
or the colour of their 
skin 

Protest  When people show they 
disagree with something 
and want it to change 

Community  A group of people who 
live or work together and 
support one another 

Key knowledge: 
 

1.  Civil rights are the rights that protect our freedoms and ensure 
everyone is treated equally.  

2. A boycott is when people decide not to use a service or buy 
something to show they want change.) 
 

3. The Bristol Bus Boycott happened in 1963.  In the 1950s and early 
1960s, the Bristol Omnibus Company didn’t allow Black and Asian bus 
drivers or conductors to work for their company. People from 
different backgrounds, both Black and White, supported the boycott. 
 

4. A group of local activists, including Paul Stephenson and Roy Hackett, 
decided to challenge this unfair rule.   
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
5. On 28 August 1963, the bus company agreed to change its rules and 

allow Black and Asian people to work on the buses 
 

 

Skills – We are historians 
1. Use stories and sources 

to learn about the past 
 

2. Place events in time 
using a simple timeline 

 

3. Ask questions about 
fairness and change 

 

4. Recognise how people’s 
actions can improve 
society 

 


