Key vocabulary

empix\e

a/ooumqpanea&o({;
land: or countries that are
ruled over and controlleds
oountﬂzy

Y

[

Year 6 Term | [@

How should the British Empire be remembered?

Key knowledge:

when o stronger country
@xpand&li&power\and;
control over another
by taking i over and,
wealth, and resources,

a/land;wxi';\oUed/bgaa}
people from that country
morve to- settle and lime

the land, and: waters that
bdor\gtocountm@sz

Wholijved;‘uma/plaw
bq{ioreoﬂw&om%»ed;

that were allowed to rule
themselies but weres stills
Britishy Empire.

mairv type: of crop, like
cotton, sugars or coffes; to
detooﬂwplam

What was the Britishy Empire?

First origins in late 1500s under Queen Elizabeth |, it lasted approx. 400 years and at its height covered
Y4 of the Earths land.
The first successful, colony was in 607 in Jamestowny now part of the state of Virginia inv thes USA.
The British, Empire was buills to:
gairy money, power and, resources suchs as metals; sugar and tobacco: It helped porerty iy England, by giming
iffernt wa of e andthovight & was thei caty - conwer peaple, ewers by force

Expansion of the Britishy Empire i America;s Indias & Africa

The British Empire spread from the, Americas to include colonies iy Africa; Asias ands Australic: It had, 13 Britishy
colonies iny Northy Amenicas whichs ementually fought for freedomy declaring independence on &% July, 1776. The 4% July
is o celebrated holiday irv the USA.

Indias became anv official, colony iy 1858. It was known as the jewels i the crowsny of the British Empire as Britairy
benefited economically from exploiting India's resources, workers and, population. Indiary goods were sold, for large
profits inv the: UK and, Britainy could trade withy Indiavs huge population: India also- had: o strongs armuy.

Britian competed with other European countries for Africas and gained, control of 30 % of the African population
destroying seseral; African Kingdoms: When they, colonised the Kingdom of Beniny they exiled leaders; looted treasures

Life irv the Britishs Empire

Taxes on colonised people were offen highu

Opposition to the British, Empire

and, cultures:
Inthe 1700s and, 1800s; many people including members of parliament; like: William Wilberforce, opposed, the
work on plantations)) Many, Britishy goods were farmed by enslaved, people; including ingredients i Frys chocolate:




Skills - We are historians

Ask, who, what, how

Anabé/seand;e)vahmbe
expre/ssing/opimomm

Use a range of sources to-
(Fmd/oubaboubﬂwpast
being amare of bias.

The British Emere at its
Peak in 1921.

5. End of the British Empire

Countries with, large white populations; e.g. Canada and: Australias gained, dominion stabus inv the late 1800s.

In 1986 the Commonwealth was set; up between Britairy and, all, its: dominion states, agreeing to- consider them all,
equal

In 1945, gfter WW, Britairy couldnt offord, o large empire; aftitudes began to- change and: more countries fought for
independence.

In 1947 Britishy India achiemed, independence and, was divided, into- Indics and, Pakistaru

One of the last countries to- gain independence from Britain was Belize, i Central; America, inv 1981

6. Legacy

Today, there are only |4 territories that, hame strong enoughs constitutional links to-the, UK to- be considered, omerseas
To this day, there are figures historically celebrated, in Bristol for their charity, such as
Edward, Colstons who- are controsenrsials because they gained, their wealth from the Britishy
Empire and, transatlantic slamve trade. Colstorvs legacy is' controversialy and movements hane
been, made to- remove his name from public places; e:g. schools and theatres and, to- take




