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Curriculum, Teaching and Learning Statement 

At Somerdale we believe that our curriculum is the totality of the learning experience of the 
children and the young people we serve at our school. We believe that curiosity is the driver 
of experience, and we seek to ensure our children learn and place powerful knowledge 
into their long term memory rather than the knowledge of the powerful. 

Article 28 :  You have the right to a good quality education. You should be encouraged to go 
to school to the highest level possible’.  

“The function of education is to teach one to think intensively and to think critically.” Martin Luther 
King Jr 

INTRODUCTION 

Educate Together Academy Trust and its schools are founded on four core principles: 

Equality based, Co-educational, Child centred and Democratically run. At Somerdale we 

commit to deliver an education that reflects these binding principles. 

 We believe everyone will succeed through experiencing quality in: 

- An enriched school experience that is culturally responsive and linguistically relevant 

- A varied range of teaching, learning resources and experiences 

- An ethos and teaching that is inspiring, challenging and supportive 

- Strong links and partnerships between home, school and the local community 

- Learning and teaching that is progressive, reflective and purposeful and focused on 

knowledge acquisition into long term memory. 

 

The Somerdale Curriculum 
 

The curriculum is all the planned activities and experiences that we organise and enable to 

promote learning, personal growth and development. It includes our delivery of the formal 

requirements of the National Curriculum, our Ethical Education Curriculum – Learn 

Together – and incorporates the UNICEF Rights Respecting framework based on Article 29 

of the Convention, which says that education must develop every child’s personality, talents 

and abilities to the full. The range of learning opportunities, play experiences and extra-

curricular activities that the school organises in order to enrich the experience of our 

children, is included in our curriculum. It is the totality of those experiences a child has at 

our school.  

 



 

We aim to teach children how to grow into positive, responsible people, who can work and 

co-operate with others while developing knowledge and skills, so that they achieve their true 

potential. 

 

We believe that our Somerdale Curriculum enables children to develop the knowledge, skills 

and personal qualities they need to be successful learners in all ‘States of Being’ and ensures 

that knowledge in all primary subjects is secured. Teachers at Somerdale use an enquiry 

approach in their planning to make connections between knowledge and skills within subject 

areas and also to ensure that key knowledge is secured in long term memory. 

 

We use a structured phonics approach (Letters and Sounds), Mathematics framework (White 
Rose) and a structured English approach (Jane Considine, The Write Stuff’) to ensure the 

core knowledge and skills of reading, writing and mathematics are secured into long term 

memory. We ensure a vocabulary rich school experience to ensure our children 

can speak and read confidently. That vocabulary is knowledge that ensures our 

children can be successful in our school and in future learning. We practice and 

recognise the centrality of language and vocabulary acquisition for all our children whether 

they are English or have English as their second or third language.  
 

Our Curriculum Intent 

Our Curriculum Intent is to inspire and teach our children through our core binding 

principles that by learning together we ‘learn to live together.’  

• Equality and Inclusion - All children have equal rights of access, and children from all 

social, cultural and religious backgrounds are equally respected.  
• Child- centred - children are placed at the heart of every decision and activity.  

• Co-educational - all children are given the opportunity to explore the full range of 

their abilities.  

• Democratically run - children’s views are actively encouraged  

Through an enquiry approach, our curriculum is responsive. We nurture, develop and build 

on children’s interests and passions; make links to their local environment so that learning 

is relevant, lifelong and builds the broad skills and knowledge for the world ahead.  

With an ethical focus in which children learn about rights, through rights and for rights, our 

children have the confidence to question the world around them, allowing them to be 

active participants to shape their community. Our children are stewards of the 

environment, developing strong core moral values which celebrates openness, diversity, and 

equity.  

Our Curriculum and their responsibilities for their future and the wider world. 

Statement developed with the staff and governors of our school:  

 

 

 



 

Somerdale Enquiry Curriculum 

 

Our purpose is to connect learners as local citizens of today with the ideas, 

knowledge and skills they will need as the active global citizens they must 

become.  

 

We will help them to be curious, ask probing questions and be brave in finding solutions.  

They will: 

• engage with the familiar and be engaged by the unusual 

• be immersed in language and communicate in multiple languages 

• know how to practise, be resilient and be challenged 

• be proud of their local environment and think on a global scale 

• win fairly and lose gracefully 

• accept help, give willingly and embrace altruism, love difference 

• be different and stand up for the rights of others just because it is the right thing to 

do.  

We want them to be relentlessly creative, critically curious and to live ambitiously. 
 

The intention of Somerdale’s enquiry curriculum is to create a culture of enquiry, 

curiosity and challenge that permeates both the explicit and hidden curriculum. 

The combination of the National Curriculum framework, our Ethical ‘Learn Together’ 

curriculum and the UNICEF Rights respecting framework inspires and guides our teachers 

to create contextually relevant enquiry-led experiences; it enables our school to create a 

bespoke, locally focused curriculum that goes beyond the National Curriculum. 

 

Our curriculum is a skeleton of creative learning opportunities, progressively planned and 

mapped to the cognitive development of our learners. It provides guidance for our teachers 

to inspire learners with access to local people, places and stories relevant to the school’s 

locality and with plenty of room to respond to the ever-changing world around us. Over 

time, enquiries are shaped by us to make them truly our own.  

 

We implement the enquiry-led approach using Key questions and themes that help 

to steer and give a particular flavour to an enquiry, where learners seek answers to questions 
posed. The themes help our teachers ensure that a broad range of perspectives are offered 

during a year, and that they understand the purpose of the enquiry. This helps create a balance 

of experiences each and every year and ensure a breadth of experience in every year group.    

 

‘States of Being’ enable our learners to focus on and/or combine powerful knowledge in 

different enquiries. Each knowledge-engaged state symbolises an aspect of the curriculum, 

helping learners to master both skills and knowledge of a subject, not just remember it. We 

want our learners to be Scientists, not just learn about science.  

 

We begin with a skeleton of our enquiry, and we also respond to the progressive learning 

needs of our learners. Each enquiry is likely to have focus States of Being. As children get 



 

older, we help them combine states of being. We want learners to discover for themselves 

that they can be an Author, Scientist, Geographer and Philosopher at the same time and that 

some people combine these states to become, for example, an Archaeologists. 

 
Geographers • Scientists • Musicians • Authors • Philosophers • Mathematicians • Artists • 

Engineers • Historians • Linguists • Athletes 

 

Enquiry-led learning provides learners with key questions too big to answer in one go, but 

not so conceptually large that they cannot understand those questions. The purpose of 

enquiry-led learning is to guide learners through a scaffolded process to answering that big 

question. That question might be answered with a piece of writing, a performance or an 

animation. Cognitive development, emotional literacy and language levels underpin our 

curriculum. As well as purposeful links to mastery-led learning principles and attachment 

theory, we recognise children's awareness of the world develops as they mature and that this 

has a significant impact on their ability to learn.  

 

We aim to organise our child’s time in school as a series of experiences rather than a set of 

lessons. Sometimes experiences are short, sharp and immersive, other times they are light-

touch events over a longer period of time. 
 

The usual Author (Literacy/English) and Mathematicians (Numeracy/Mathematics) teaching 

sequences continue, enhanced by locally rich and relevant experiences through the inclusion 

of significant people, places and stories by weaving in faith, community and culture into 

enquiries. 

 

The Impact of Somerdale’s Enquiry Curriculum can be seen and heard as well as 

represented in outcomes. 

 

The process of enquiry and its impact can be seen through floor books, writing books, 

displays and challenges the children produce. In classrooms, corridors and our enquiry zone 

working walls demonstrate that learning journey.  

 

‘States of Being’ should feature in our class discussion and in child-led conversations, in 

classroom displays and visual timetables. Our learners and families talk about the approach 

earnestly. We know that when visitors and inspectors have visited our school our enquiry 

approach has been talked about as having a positive impact on learning. We know that in 
time, it will affect our reading and writing outcomes as the contexts and purpose for being 

an Author, for instance, become stronger and stronger.  

 

Author (Reading) and Author (writing) – our intent for vocabulary and phonics 

acquisition, early reading and early writing  



 

 

Somerdale’s Curriculum intent is: 

 

• That our English Curriculum at Somerdale Educate Together is the ‘treasure-house of 

wonder and joy for curious young minds’ through the teaching of enquiry  

 

• That every child becomes an avid reader, a passionate writer and a confident speaker 

with a love of the spoken and written word.  

 

• That the children of Somerdale are linguists who will explore and acquire a rich, 

diverse knowledge of vocabulary through speaking, listening, discussion and 

collaboration and focus on their class Canon of Literature 

 

• That pupils will be immersed and inspired as authors through the exploration and 

wonder of a range of high-quality texts and literature from a variety of cultures. These 

texts will extend, challenge and encourage children to have the confidence to explore 

their imagination and form opinions  

 

• That our English curriculum will be purposeful, developmental and sequential, 

developing knowledge and skills that will ensure our children read and write 

confidently across all areas of the curriculum 

 

• Our writing curriculum will focus on children writing for different purposes, 

signposting the readers of their writing with the techniques and skills of an effective 

writer who explores different genres 

 

• That pupils will develop a secure phonological awareness, the key to early reading and 

writing, through our teaching of Phonics using Letters and Sounds synthetic phonics 

and linked reading books 
 

Mathematician - Our Intent for early Mathematics  
 

At Somerdale we believe that our pupils should understand the world, understand how 

mathematics has a place in their world and be equipped with the knowledge and skills they 

will need in everyday life.  

 

Somerdale’s Intent for Mathematics is:   

 

• Our Maths Curriculum will develop our pupils into confident, inquisitive mathematicians 

who enjoy challenge and problem-solving  

• Our pupils will learn through our sequenced curriculum to acquire and apply their 

knowledge of maths to real life problems and to the world around them. 

• Our pupils will have a strong and secure foundation of number operations and concepts, 

strategies, methods and approaches to support their fluency and mathematical reasoning 

• Our curriculum will inspire our pupils to explore and be curious about mathematics, 

discussing and explaining their thinking using key mathematical language 



 

• Being mathematicians within other States of Being; as Scientists, as Engineers or 

Geographers.  

 

We believe maths is integral to all aspects of life and we make every effort to ensure that 

children develop a healthy and enthusiastic attitude towards mathematics that will stay with 
them. Children should be mathematicians as they delve into being scientists, engineers and 

geographers too, using these skills as lifelong learners in the wider world. The National 

Curriculum states that: 

 

 “Mathematics is a creative and highly inter-connected discipline that has been developed over 

centuries, providing the solution to some of history’s most intriguing problems. It is essential to 

everyday life, critical to science, technology and engineering, and necessary for financial literacy and 

most forms of employment. A high-quality mathematics education therefore provides a foundation 

for understanding the world, the ability to reason mathematically, an appreciation of the beauty and 

power of mathematics, and a sense of enjoyment and curiosity about the subject.” 

 

Some States of Being e.g., Philosopher (Learn Together) Linguist (Languages), Engineer 

(Computing) and Athlete (Physical Education) are currently taught discretely but where it is 

possible to make meaningful links to an enquiry this is encouraged.  
 

Linguist (Languages):  Languages are not compulsory at KS1, but children have purposeful 

opportunities to learn French through singing, games and role-play. KS2 classes use the 

Spanish scheme of work to structure their Spanish teaching. 

 

Athlete (Physical Education):  

We provide swimming instruction and at Somerdale this takes place for year 3 onwards 

aimed at ensuring all children can swim 25m by the end of their primary journey. 

 

Our PE’ curriculum is built on the ‘GetSet4PE programme and is supported with our 

partnership with sports coaches are used to support planning and delivery. 

 
Our athletes will actively engage in sports festivals and competitions  
 

Engineering (Computing):  Our school designed programme incorporates 5 strands: e-

safety, programming, handling data, multimedia and technology in our lives. 

 
Artist (Art and DT): Our art curriculum will equip our artists with the knowledge and 

skills to experiment, invent and create their own works of art, craft and design. They will be 

supported to explore other artists that reflect and contribute to the culture and creativity of 

our nation.  
 

Our Ethical Education Curriculum - ‘Learn Together Curriculum’ 

 

The state of being a philosopher is taught through our ethical education curriculum which 

underpins all of our teaching and learning, a program we call the 'Learn 



 

Together' Curriculum. This is published by Educate Together Academy Trust and is 

delivered in all Educate Together schools to all children from pre-school to year 6. The 

curriculum is divided into four strands: Moral and Spiritual Development, Justice 

and Equality, Ethics and the Environment and Belief Systems. The Curriculum 

addresses the Educate Together ethos and it is here that the values of the school are 

articulated and explained in greater depth. At Somerdale the strands have also 

incorporated additional objectives from the PHSE association bringing together the 

elements of emotional literacy, social skills and spiritual development a comprehensive 

scheme of learning  
 

These strands are also taught alongside the UNICEF Rights of the child and is linked to 

article 29: Your education should help you use and develop your talents and 

abilities. It should also help you learn to live peacefully, protect the 

environment and respect other people. 
 

The events, ideas and objectives in the Learn Together curriculum at Somerdale are 

varied and integrated into the whole curriculum involving drama, art, music , history and 

geography and also parental and community participation. This may mean exploring wider 

cultural themes such as cuisine and family celebrations. The range of such activities within 
an individual school will be determined through careful consultations with the school 

community. The educational aim of this work is to model positive information about the 

diversity of humanity in a respectful atmosphere, which highlights rights and 

responsibilities. 

 

Philosopher (Religious Education):  we have used the Bristol SACRE locally agreed 

religious education syllabus linked to the strand of Belief Systems detailed in our Learn 

Together ethical education curriculum framework.  
 

Effective learning  

 

In order for the Somerdale’s Enquiry curriculum to lead to curiosity and creative teaching 
and learning, the implementation approaches are founded on the following principles:  

 

• Children know what it is they are going to learn (the learning objective) and have an 

input into creating their learning.  

• Children help shape their own enquiry based on their own passions and interests.  

• Children know what they need to do to be successful learners.  

• Children are helped to assess their own learning and the learning of others.  

• Children receive positive feedback that helps them to identify what they need to do next.  

• Children have time to reflect and review their learning.  

• Children feel cared about and are happy, secure, motivated and stimulated.  

• The learning environment is well organised, attractive, stimulating and positive.  

• Children experience a variety of learning situations, indoors and outdoors, onsite and 

offsite.  

• Teachers ensure lessons are interesting, stimulating and fun, and children have the 

opportunity to learn through first-hand and multi-sensory experiences.  



 

• Expectations of teachers are high, and they ensure they have the subject knowledge needed 

to teach their children. 

• Timetabling provides opportunities for flexibility.  

• External links are sought, sustained and welcomed – especially from parents/carers and the 

wider school community.  
 

 

The Learning Environment  

 
At Somerdale Educate Together Primary Academy we ensure a consistently high standard of 

presentation across the whole school.  

 

At Somerdale we provide a calm but visually stimulating learning environment for all pupils, 

promoting continuity and coherence across the school and giving purpose and value to 

children’s work.  
 

We believe that high quality learning environments give children positive affirmation and 

parents feedback that the learning that has been produced in class has been appreciated and 

celebrated, inspiring all pupils to achieve their best  

 

The classroom learning environments for English, Mathematics and curriculum enquiries is 

based on the ‘working wall approach’ where teacher modelling and prompts are displayed as 

part of ongoing learning in each classroom. These areas should model the learning process 

as well as displaying outcomes, success criteria and exemplars. 

Children’s work is used to affirm features of work that are desired. This work can be first 

drafts, modelling that we learn by our mistakes. 

 
Vocabulary relevant to the focus of the learning is evident and is coded to ensure children 
have a strong grammatical understanding of nouns, verbs, adjectives and adverbs. All key 

vocabulary that arrives into our classrooms and school should be explored with our children. 

 
It is intended that there is an interactive element in displays using this approach, where 

children have the chance to interact with the display either during the main teaching input or 

as part of their lesson or informally to extend their learning beyond the lesson. Interactive 

aspects of the display should enable children to use a range of learning approaches and may 

include books, artefacts and concrete materials. 
 

Teachers and pupils may write captions and posters by hand as part of the lesson, which are 

put on a wall for reference. 
 

The learning environment expectations are: 
 

• All display boards have a natural backing with a border, to highlight the children’s learning  

• Author (English), Mathematician (Maths) and the Enquiry curriculum should have a 

designated display area in the classroom, along with a high-quality reading area.  



 

• Work used for celebratory displays including photos, pictures, headings, etc. should be 

presented well and mounted to reflect the quality and importance we attach to 

presentation. 

• Captions to explain the learning process, pose questions or provide contextual 

information should be part of the celebration display. These should be written using Pen 

Pals font appropriate to the age group. 

• All children’s work should be named with their first name. 

• Teacher’s desks and work areas should reflect a sense of pride and set a good example 

for pupils. 

• The classroom and common workspaces should be clutter free. All staff are expected to 

clear those spaces  

• Communal areas around school reflect a high standard of presentation and all staff are 

responsible for maintaining these. 
 

Assessment  

 

We believe that assessment provides the basis for responsive teaching, helping pupils to 
overcome difficulties and ensuring that teaching builds upon what has been learned 

previously. It is also the means by which pupils understand what they have achieved and what 

they next need to work on. 

Feedback, marking and formative assessment will be used at Somerdale to: 

- indicate strengths in learning and areas for improvement. 

- support the effectiveness of teaching and learning and inform lesson planning. 

- give pupils motivation and encouragement and indicate progress towards targets. 

All children will receive feedback in every subject. The school recognises that there are 

different ways in which marking, feedback and formative assessment can be completed 

according to the learning involved in the lesson and the age or ability of the children. Written 

feedback may, on occasions, be detailed and include comments explaining what children have 

done well, what they need to do to improve and how they can improve. Feedback, verbal or 

written, which is delivered within the learning immediately is more likely to lead to pupil 

response and pupil progress. Marking may be brief or include ticks to indicate that learning 

has been checked and monitoring has taken place but should only be used where it will 

support the child’s next steps.  

When possible, marking, feedback and formative assessment should happen either during the 

lesson or as soon as possible after the end of the lesson in which the learning has taken place. 

Where written feedback expects a response child should be given the opportunity to respond 

to feedback before they continue learning in that state of being or enquiry.  
 

Equal opportunities, equity and inclusion  

It is expected that all children will be given the opportunity to learn in a creative and 

encouraging learning environment which encompasses a range of learning and teaching 

approaches. Equity can only be achieved through the active removal of barriers to learning 
and proactive adult responses so that children’s needs are met. 

 Children whose needs require additional resources, will be provided with these by the class 

teacher. This approach will motivate and support children’s learning at all levels; including the 



 

able and potentially able, children with EAL at an early stage of English and children identified 

with a Special Educational Need (SEN) or disability.  
 

Monitoring and evaluation  

The Senior Leadership Team is responsible for monitoring and reviewing the curriculum and 

its implementation on an annual basis.  

This process is achieved through:  

 

• formal and informal discussions with staff and children  

• observations of lessons in the learning sequence 

• scrutiny of children’s books and work and feedback to staff  

• monitoring of planning to ensure curriculum sequencing and progression. 

• speaking with children about their learning.  
 

Joanna Barr, Headteacher, July 2021 
 

 

 
 

 

 


