
  

Year Five Term 1 Newsletter (Rhino Class) 

 
Dear family members, 

 

Welcome back! I hope you all had a wonderful summer break. It was fabulous to welcome all your wonderful 
children back to Somerdale this week. A huge welcome to any new families who have joined the Somerdale 

community this week. Year Five have already impressed us with their caring nature, responsible behaviour 

and positive attitude to their learning. I have loved every minute of our first week back. Your children have 
really made me smile, what a fantastic start to a new term! 

 

This newsletter aims to provide you with an overview of the main learning planned for this term, alongside 
other useful information. As it is the start of the year, it is a bit of a long one! As always, if you have any 

questions, concerns or worries, do come and talk to me. I am available via e-mail, (info@somerdaleet.org.uk), 

or at the end of the school day. 
 

The Year Five team are excited to be working with your children, and we know it’s going to be an epic 

year of learning and fun! We are especially looking forward to our school trip to the Bristol Aerospace 
where we will be building rockets and exploring the history of space travel. We are going on Thursday 14th 

October 2021. If you would like to volunteer for this trip please speak to me and I will put your name in 

the hat to be drawn from closer to the date. A letter will follow next week with more information! 
 

The Year Five team: 

Katherine Richards, Class Teacher: Mon (am) Tues (pm) Wed, Thurs, Fri 
Rachael Bishop, Class Teacher: Tues (am) 

Michelle Barnes, HLTA: In class support (mornings only) on Mon, Tues, Thurs. Intervention: Wed and Fri 

(mornings only) 
Jo Devine, HLTA: In class teaching on Monday afternoon 

Enquiry Question this term: “Are there others out there?” 
This term our enquiry question is all about space! The enquiry question is a science focused topic which 

links all of our learning together. The children devised their own enquiry question this week through a 

democratic vote as well as deciding how they were going to showcase their ideas.  
Some of their possible questions were: 

“If the universe was destroyed, will there be another Planet Earth?” 

“Which planet would be the safest for us?” 
“What is the universe?” 

“If I were to live on another planet, which one should I choose?” 

 
The children then devised how they wanted to showcase their knowledge at the end of the term. Watch 

out for some of these possible ideas! 

Art of the planets with scientific annotations-is there life on that planet? Why? Why not?  
Which planets could we live on? Factbook/report/leaflet 

Make a factbook for each of your favourite planets (research and present) 

Diary as if you’re an astronaut/alien arriving on that planet, deciding if it is a good place to live. 
Invent your own life form and decide where it would live and why? 
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Learn Together 
In Learn Together we will be developing a sense of 

ownership of our classroom and school. We will 
develop the concept of responsibility towards each 

other. Every week we will be doing a right of the 

week. 
 

Within the belief systems strand, children will begin 

to explore one of our two focus belief systems 
which will be explored across the year – Humanism. 

 

Rights Respecting Schools 
This term we will focus in particular on these rights: 

Article 12: You have the right to give your opinion, 
and for adults to listen and take it seriously. 

 

Article 13: You have the right to find out things and 
share what you think. 

 

Article 14: You have the right to choose your own 
religion and beliefs. Your parents should help you 

decide what is right and wrong, and what is best for 

you. 
 

Article 42: You have the right to know your rights. 

English 
Writing 
We have two focuses for our writing this term, a film called ‘Taiko, One Small Step’ and an astronaut’s 

transmission report from Mars! 

Our main focus in writing will be on writing adventure stories and informative reports as if we are 
astronauts!  

 

Spelling 
We will recap all our spelling strategies from Year Four and include them in our independent spellings 

when writing. We will be focusing on independence when writing and how we might approach a spelling 

if unsure. We talk about how being a speller is all about trying to explore the spelling first and attempting 
it in many different ways first to build our Growth Mindset.  

We will be learning our statutory words (we call them camera words). Please ask if you would like a 

copy of the words. I will also put them onto the Y5 page on Somerdale’s Google Drive 
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1bkzGtptDk6P2lFUad0ZzsAH_A3ViF0fb?usp=sharing 

 

Reading 
In reading we will be focusing on one of our Canon of Literature books, Cosmic by Frank Cottrell-Boyce. 

Our Canon of Literature is a special set of books which we explore and immerse ourselves in throughout 

the year. Every year group at Somerdale has a different set of thirty fiction books which all include enriching 
vocabulary, exciting plot points, inventive language and engaging characters.  

We will be focusing on Cosmic in our daily Book Club sessions. We will be reading in small groups too 

based on our reading stage. We will also be spending some time reading quietly to ourselves. We are also 
looking forward to reading ‘Harriet vs the galaxy’ by Samantha Baines. 

 

Reading at home 
Children will be taking home their first reading books next week. They also have books available to them 

on Bug Club https://www.activelearnprimary.co.uk/login?c=0 Please contact me if you need your child’s 

login again.  
As many of the children are now on longer chapter books we will be swapping the school books as much 

as we need to so if you know your child has finished their home reading book please help them to 

remember to bring it in for swapping. Children should be encouraged to record what they have read in 
their yellow reading diaries, especially their opinions on the text! I will be keeping a record of this to 

ensure that I can support the children with taking home a range of different types of books. The children 

will do this as independently as possible. If they don’t have a yellow reading record just let me know 
on info@somerdaleet.org.uk . Reading is an incredibly important part of our home learning and we 

encourage you to read regularly with your children. In KS2, comprehension is a key focus. The text may 

appear ‘easy’ for them to physically read but it is important to discuss the meaning of the vocabulary they 
are reading and ensure it is age appropriate literature.  As English Lead, I will be sending out information 

to families about how to best support reading at home. 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1bkzGtptDk6P2lFUad0ZzsAH_A3ViF0fb?usp=sharing
https://www.activelearnprimary.co.uk/login?c=0
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Maths 

There will be two areas we will be focusing on this term, place value and 

calculation. 
Place Value will explore maths centered around: 

1000s, 100s, 10s, 1s 

Numbers to 10,000 
Rounding to the nearest 10 

Rounding to the nearest 100 

Round to the nearest 10,100 and 1,000 
Numbers to 100,000 

Compare and order numbers to 100,000 

Round numbers within 100,000 
Numbers to 1 million 

Counting in 10s, 100s, 1000s, 10,000s, 100,000s 

Compare and order numbers to 1 million 
Round numbers to 1 million 

Negative numbers 

Roman numerals to 1,000 
 

Calculation will explore maths centered around: 

Add 4 one-digit numbers one exchange 
Add 4 two-digit numbers more than one exchange 

Add whole numbers with more than 4 digits (column method) 

Subtract two 4-digit numbers one exchange 
Subtract two 4-digit numbers one exchange- more than one exchange 

Subtract whole numbers with more than 4 digits (column method) 

Round to estimate and approximate 
Inverse operations (addition and subtraction) 

Multi-step addition and subtraction problems 

 
Maths at home 

We encourage you to do some daily times tables practice using Times Tables Rockstars and Busy Things 

Miner Birds (multiplication and division). Please contact me if you need your child’s login. 

As scientists we will: 
Earth and space (physics) 

Describe the movement of the Earth and other planets relative to the Sun in 

the Solar System 

Describe the movement of the Moon relative to the Earth 

Describe the Sun, Earth and Moon as approximately spherical bodies 

Explore the Earth’s rotation to explain day and night and the apparent 

movement of the sun across the sky 

Forces (physics)  

Explore the force of gravity acting between the Earth and a falling object 

Identify the effects of air resistance, water resistance and friction, that act 

between moving surfaces 

As historians and geographers we will: 

• Explore parallel timelines of our lives and 

famous events to see chronology 

• Place taught events on a timeline 

• Explore the history of space travel 

• Locate the world’s countries, with the 

continuous use of maps, globes, and atlases 

to find geographical regions, human/physical 
characteristics and famous landmarks. 

As designers, artists and creators we will: 

• Be exploring the artwork of Chesley Bonestell’s 

space art  

• Experiment with wet or dry media to make 

different marks, lines, patterns, textures and 

shapes within a drawing. 

• Use our sketchbooks to collect and develop 

ideas. 

• Create printing blocks using sketchbook ideas. 

• Develop techniques i.e., mono-printing, block 

printing, relief/impressed method 

• Experiment with overprinting motifs and colour 

Coaches from Bristol Sport will be working on 

Gymnastics. This will be on Fridays. On 
Wednesdays, Katherine will be taking PE sessions 

where we will focus on our fitness and teamwork. 



 

Children will continue to have music taught 
by professional musicians from Preludes on 

Fridays. 

In computing, children will learn to: 
Further develop their understanding of how to be SMART 

online. 

Be responsible and respectful online including how to use 

safe passwords etc. 

Important Info for parents 

Important dates! 

We will communicate some important dates with you soon about parent workshops, class assemblies, 

parents’ evenings and share togethers. 
 

In Year Five we will use Seesaw, feel free to upload any learning your child does at home onto there or if 

you want to contact me, you can send me a message using the messaging function. Please contact me if 
you need the details for your child’s login. 

Parents are able to access their child’s Seesaw portfolio. To set yourself up for this just follow: 

https://app.seesaw.me/s/114-603-460  
 
From next week, we will use our Google Drive folder to upload weekly overviews, class newsletters and 

other resources/information for parents. The link for this is on our class page on the website. It is: 
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1bkzGtptDk6P2lFUad0ZzsAH_A3ViF0fb?usp=sharing 

PE 
On PE days, children need to come to school 

already dressed in their PE kit. Please ensure 
children are wearing suitable trainers and that 

clothes are loose fittings and allows children to fully 

move. (E.G. loose t-shirt, shorts or jogging 
bottoms). 

Please make sure your children always have a little 

waterproof coat in school as we do go out for fresh 
air even in the rain! 

 

Water bottles need to be brought in to ensure the 
children are hydrated. 

Morning/Afternoon Routines 
In the mornings and afternoons, when waiting for 

the doors to open/your child to come out, please 
wait on the playground by the Year Five classroom 

windows, not around the corner of the classroom. 

Waiting on the corner blocks the way through to all 
the other classrooms and I cannot see you well 

enough, especially at the end of the day when 

children are awaiting pick up. 
 

In the morning, the door opens at 8.40am and closes 

at 8.50am. Within this ten minute window, children 
will be reading before the register at 8.50am. Pick-

up is at 3.10pm sharp! 

 
Please call the office or e-mail 

info@somerdaleet.org.uk before 2pm if there are 

any changes to pick-ups at home time. 

A couple of requests… 
• Please talk to your child before school each morning about lunch choices, so that they know which 

option they will choose when they come to school. 

• Please bring a named water bottle into school – filled with plain water only. 

• Please name all clothes! Last year we had lots of unnamed lost clothes, please label them, and check 

periodically that the name is still visible. 

• This year your child needs to bring their a bag into school every day. Inside their bookbag should 

be their reading record and reading book.  
 

 
Thank you for all your patience and support this week, 

 

Katherine Richards, 
 

Year Five Class Teacher 
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