
  

Year 3 Term 1 Newsletter (Tiger Class) 
 
Dear families, 
 
A big welcome back to all, I hope you had a great summer break! It was wonderful to welcome all of our 
super Year Threes back to Somerdale this week and get a chance to meet you all. Tigers have had a fabulous 
first week back and have already impressed me with their enthusiasm, positive attitude and passion towards 
their learning, I can already tell we are going to have a fantastic year together. I have thoroughly enjoyed our 
first week back as the children have really made me smile.  
 
This newsletter aims to provide you with an overview of the main learning planned for this term, alongside 
other useful information. As it is the start of the year, it is a bit of a long one! As always, if you have any 
questions, concerns or worries, do come and talk to me. I am available via Seesaw, e-mail, 
(info@somerdaleet.org.uk), or at the end of the school day. 
 
The Year Three team are excited to be working with your children, and we know it’s going to be an awesome 
year of learning and fun! Having not had many trips over the past year, we are very excited to share with 
you an opportunity for your child to attend a Stone Age Workshop on Tuesday 21st Septemeber 2021 at 
Bristol Musuem and Art Gallery. A letter will be sent out with more information this week. We know it is 
short notice, however this learning experience will greatly enhance this terms learning and provide an 
opportunity for the children to handle 500,000 year old Stone Age artefacts!  
We currently have 3 adults from school, but are in need of 3 more to accompany us. If any wonderful 
parents are free that morning (arrive at 10:30am, leave at 12:30pm) and would like to supervise the trip, 
we would be very grateful. If you are interested , please message me via Seesaw or email 
info@somerdaleet.org.uk by Friday 17th September. If we have more than 3 volunteers, I will draw 
names from a hat and contact all parents to let them know. Thank you in advance! 
 
The Year Three team: 
Jess Matthews      Tracey Sealy.                 Lisa Garasto                 Michelle Barnes 
Class Teacher                       Teaching Assistant         Teaching Assistant.       HLTA 
Every day (PPA Tues PM)     Mon, Tues, Weds           Thurs, Fri                       Tues (PM) 
        
Enquiry Question this term:  

I wonder, what was life like 10,000 years ago? 
This term, our enquiry question is all about discovering our history! We will become historians and jump 
back in time to explore Britians prehistory, from the Stone Age to the Iron Age. We will become scientists 
and investigate what is beneath our feet and how this helps us know so much about the past.  

Learn Together 
In Learn Together we will be exploring our 
responsibility to eachother, our classroom, peers in 
school and the wider community. We will be 
creating our class charter, and focussing on listening 
to each other and respecting eachother’s views.  
 
 
 

Rights Respecting Schools 
This term we will focus on these rights inparticular: 
 
Article 12: You have the right to give your opinion, 
and for adults to listen and take it seriously. 
Article 13: You have the right to find out things and 
share what you think. 
Article 24: You have the right to a clean and safe 
environment. 
Article 28: You have the right to learn. 
Article 29: Your education should help your protect 
the environment. 
Article 42: You have the right to know your rights. 
 



 

English 
Writing 
We have two focus books for our writing this term, ‘Stone Age Boy’ by Satoshi Kitamura and ‘Skara Brae’ 
by Dawn Finch.  
Our main focus in writing will be on writing our own adventure stories about a different Stone Age era 
and a persuasive visitor brochure for a Stone Age attraction!  
 
Spelling 
We will recap all our spelling strategies from Year Two and include them in our independent spellings 
when writing. We will be focusing on learning strategies we might use to approach a spelling if unsure. We 
talk about how being a speller is all about trying to explore the spelling first and attempting it in many 
different ways first to build our Growth Mindset.  
We will be learning our statutory words (we call them camera words). Please ask if you would like a 
copy of the words. I will also put them onto the Y3 page on Somerdale’s Google Drive 
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/1/folders/19qyKmaLHqizcEEDzaM27AzbClIfqpYH6  
 
Reading 
In reading we will be focusing on one of our Canon of Literature books, Ug: Boy Genius of The Stone Age 
by Raymond Briggs. We will use this book for our whole class VIPERS sessions, where we use our VIPERS 
skills to delevop our comprehension. We will also be reading in small groups based on our reading stage, 
and there will be time for some quiet independent or paired reading too. 
Our Canon of Literature is a special set of books which we explore and immerse ourselves in throughout 
the year. Every year group at Somerdale has a different set of thirty fiction books which all include enriching 
vocabulary, exciting plot points, inventive language and engaging characters.   

Maths 
There will be two areas we will be focusing on this term, place value and addition and subtraction. 
Place Value will explore maths centered around: 
Numbers to 1000 (on a place value grid) 
100s, 10s, 1s 
Number lines to 100 and 1000 
Finiding 1, 10, 100 more or less 
Comparing and ordering objects and numbers 
Counting in 50s and 100s  
 
Addition and Subtraction will explore maths centered around: 
Add and subtract multiples of 100 
Add and subtract 1s 
Add 3-digit and 1-digit numbers (not crossing/crossing 10s) 
Add 3-digit and 2-digit numbers (not crossing/crossing 100s) 
Subtract a 1-digit number from a 3-digit number (not crossing/crossing 10s) 
Subtract a 2-digit number from a 3-digit number (not crossing/crossing 100s) 
 
Maths at home 
We encourage you to do some daily times tables practice using Times Tables Rockstars and Busy Things 
Miner Birds (multiplication and division). Your child’s login details were sent home, please contact me if 
you need them.  
As scientists we will:  
- Compare and group different types of rocks using 
simple physical properties. 
- Investigate which type of rock would be the most 
suitable for a Stone Age tool, thinking about the 
resources they would have had. 
- Describe simply how fossils are formed. 

As historians we will:  
- To use both CE (common era) and BCE (before common 
era) on a timeline. 
- Order the events of history with the given dates using key 
terms: Decade, Century 
- Recognise the role of archaeologists. 

- Explore changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron 
Age.  



 

- Recognise that soil is made from rocks and organic 
matter. 

- Use 2 or more different sources, media or artefacts to piece 
together information about a period of history that. 

- Draw parallels between past and present to infer what life 
may have been like at that time.  

As designers, artists and creators we 
will: 
- Experiment with marks and lines using charcoal, 
chalk and other natural resources to create Stone 
Age cave paintings.  
- Measure, mark out, cut and shape clay to create 
Stone Age bone jewellery. 
- Explore the use of watercolours to blend and 
create tones and experiment with techniques such 
as, tearing, overlapping, and layering to create a 
sunset silhouette of Stonehenge. 

 In computing, children will learn to: 
- Navigate the iPad to log in to Busy Things. 
- Log in to the chromebook using their own 

chromebook login. 
- Further develop their understanding of how to 

be SMART online. 
- Practice using a given search engine to 

understand that search engines select pages 
according to keywords found in content. 

Children will continue to have music taught 
by professional musicians from Preludes on 
Fridays. 

This term Lara, our Head Coach from 
Bristol Sport, will focus on gymnastics, 
teaching skills such as balance, creating 
shapes, rolls and jumps.  
 
With Jess, the children will be developing 
their control and accuracy in ball skills. 

Important Infromation for parents 
In Year Three we will use Seesaw, feel free to upload any learning your child does at home onto there or 
if you want to contact me, you can send me a message using the messaging function. Please contact me if 
you need the details for your child’s login. 
Parents are able to access their child’s Seesaw portfolio. To set yourself up for this just follow: 
https://app.seesaw.me/s/114-603-460 
 
From next week, we will use our Google Drive folder to upload weekly overviews, class newsletters and 
other resources/information for parents. The link for this is on our class page on the website. It is: 
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/1/folders/19qyKmaLHqizcEEDzaM27AzbClIfqpYH6 
Reading at home 
Children have been given their first school reading book to take home. They also have books available to 
them on Bug Club https://www.activelearnprimary.co.uk/login?c=0 Please contact me if you need your 
child’s log in details again.  
 
As we ease out of restrictions, we will now be swapping the school books as much as we need to, so if 
you know your child has finished their home reading book please help them to remember to bring it in 
for swapping. Children should be encouraged to record in the their yellow reading diaries, especially their 
opinions on the text! You can record in their reading record too, please date each time your child reads 
at home, and leave a comment when necessary, for example, if you find your child found a book or certain 
keywords tricky, or showed strength in answering questions or if they read fluently. I will check these 
weekly and reply when needed. If they don’t have a yellow reading record just let me know.  
 
Reading is an incredibly important part of our home learning and we encourage you to read regularly with 
your children. In KS2, comprehension is a key focus. The text may appear ‘easy’ for them to physically 
read but it is important to discuss the meaning of the vocabulary they are reading and ensure it is age 
appropriate.  If you need any support with home reading, please let me know.   



 

PE & Spare Clothes 
Our PE days: Thurday afternoon, Friday morning  
 
On PE days, children need to come to school already dressed in their PE kit. Please ensure children are 
wearing suitable trainers and that clothes are loose fittings and allows children to fully move. (E.G. loose 
t-shirt, shorts or jogging bottoms). 
 
Please make sure your children always have a little waterproof coat in school as we do go out for fresh 
air even in the rain! 
 
Water bottles need to be named and brought in to ensure the children are hydrated throughout the day. 

A couple of requests… 
• Please talk to your child before school each morning about lunch choices, so that they know which 

option they will choose when they come to school. 
• Please bring a named water bottle into school – filled with plain water only. 

• Please name all clothes! Last year we had lots of unnamed lost clothes, please label them, and check 
periodically that the name is still visible. 

• This year your child needs to bring their a bag into school every day. Inside their bookbag should 
be their reading record and reading book. 

 
 


